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SERMON VI. 
COMPILED. 
Prove all things: hold fast that which is good---1 Tugss. 5: 21. 


If the Christian religion be a cunningly devised fable—the invention of 
interested, crafty, designing men—there is, perhaps, no one present who 
would be more wiiling to know the fact than him who stands before you. 

That Christianity has been opposed, is a fact well known to all within the 
sound of my voice—that it has had a Hume, a Paine, and a Vostaire, adver- 
saties of no mean intellect, enlisted against it, 1s also well knowni—and we 
have this evening proposed to state some of the most prominent objections 
to the religion of Jesus, and also to notice some of the general principles on 
which its evidences are founded. 

The evidences of Christianity is not only a subject of great extent, but it 
is a subject, of all others, the most important. it has in past ages of the 
world been discussed with great ability—much learning and talent hos been 
displayed—history, metaphysicks, criticism, with all the powers of tie hu- 
man mind, have been laid under contribution. We trust it will not be ex- 
pected of us, that we should attempt, at this time, to give an idea of ail the 
evidences of the Christian belief. We can only glance at a few of its most 
prominent characteristics. If we should enier ever so deeply into the labours 
of others, and should attempt to condense into the present discourse all that 
scholars and great men have written on this subject, it would be impossible to 
give you any more than a mere outline—a syllabus—a dry and uninteresting 
index. ‘This, therefore, will not be attempted; but shall proceed to notice 
some of the most weighty objections which are and have been urged against 
the religion of Jesus C ‘hrist. We shall not attempt to evade or pass by any, 
however formidabie they may appear ! 

One of the objections which was urged in former times by Celsus, one of 
the primitive opposers of Christianity, was, that the gospels and epistles were 
written by the companions of Christ. He lived but eighty years after the 
gospels were written ; and therefore his admission, that the apostles were the 
authors of the book. of the New Testament, will be considered incortrover- 
tible evidence of the fact. He probably had access to the writers theniselves, 
or their immediate followers ; and he never would have admitted that they 
were the authors of the books bearing their names, had not this been the fact. 
This is decisive, incontrovertible evidence, that the different books of the 
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New Testament were written by their professed authors. Besides this, we 
have the testimony of at lepst five of the earliest Christian fathers, to substan- 
tiate the fact, and a continued, uninterrupted series of testimony, from the 
days of the apostles to the ; resent time. Celsus, although an enemy, bitter 
and virulent against the (h:istian faith, never questions the authenticity of the 
books of the-\ew ‘i'estament—never disputes the fact that there was such a 
person as Jesus ‘hrist. 

The volume of the New ‘l'estament is not one testimony, but many. It 
is not one publicaiion, but a collection of several publications, which are as- 
cribed to different authors, and inde their first appearance in diflerent parts 
of the world. And if they had contained the history of the life of a philo- 
sopher. instead of a prophet, their authenticity would never have beeu called 
in question. We have not only the testimony of Celsus to prove their au- 
thenticity ; but we have the testimony of many subsequent authors to the 
same effect ; and under the risk of being called dogmatical, I affirm, that it is 
by far the best attested, and the most closely sustained series of testimonies, 
of which we have an example in the world. ‘The page of history, nor the 
memory of man furnish no parallel! ‘Phis is not mere idle declamation—a 
mere dogmatical assertion, without proof—but we speak advisedly on this 
subject, and are prepared to maintain our position. Clement, Bishop of 
Rome, (of whom Paul speaks in his epistle to the Phillipians.) in bis epistle 
to the church at Corimh, which was written in the name of the whole church 
of Rome, refers to the first epistle of Paul to them ; he says, ** take into your 
hands the epistle of the blessed Paul the Apostle.’ Now we ask, would 
Clement have dared to refer: the neople of Corinth to an epistle said to be 
received by them. which had no existence ? Would any man in his senses 
have referred the Christians ai large to writings they never heard of? Igna- 
tius, when writing to the l.phesians, takes notice of Paul’s epistle to that 
church! Why so? Would he have made himself so ridiculous as to have 
refer theia to writings of which they had never heard? Polycarp, an imme- 
diate disciple of Joba, refers expres-ly to Paul’s epistles. In carrying our 
attention down from the apostolic fathers, we follow an uninterrupted series 
of testimony to the authe:ticity of the canonical books of the New Testa- 
ment. As very few have the hardihood to deny the evidence of this fact, 
we shall not take up your tiie in adducing further testimony, but shall 
glance atthe writings thi -:se.ves 

In estimating the value of any testimony, we always scrutinize the witness, 
and examine him very closely And in no case, should we be more strict, 
than when reviewing the testimony of the apostles of Jesus. Let them be 
sifted ; bring them to the bar of human reason, and ask, is their story a pro- 
bable one? Is their manner of writing, thatof honest men? Is there more 
than one witness, and do they agree in substance, as to the intelligence which 
they have to communicate? Do they exhibit any marks of their office as 
inspired penmen of Jehovah? Sucha mark as none but the Almighty could 
bestow, and such as » »> but approved ser.ants could obtain? Was this 
mark the power o! .sing miracles: and were these miracles performed 
1) Open day, se os ww leave no room of suspicion? Was the testimony which 
the apost! ot Cinst have given us, opposed—and did they maintain it? 
Were t.ey interesied ? Were they to receive some lucrative post of profit. 
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honour and emolument, by fabricating a tale? Oor what were their expec- 
tations? They were men of like passions with ourselves, and therefore 
should be looked after. ‘The questions we have just proposed, all can an- 
swer. We know enovgh of man, to pron unce upon their credibility ; and 
upon this do we rest the great question ai issue. is the Christian religion a 
fabrication—a groundless, cuniineiy de wed fable? 


To sit in judgment upon the crediii ‘y o° a written document, is by no 
means an unirequent occurrence. And  praed thet we at this cay, 


as well as those tv whom Christianity was irs addressed (as a combunica- 
tion from he: ven) can decide upon the geuuneness of that communication. 
It is well known, that the surest wey in w ter the know!e ‘ge and belief of 
events can be trans:uitted to posterity, is through the me ‘dium of wiitten tes- 
timony. A great variety of such infuruation has come down to us in this 
way; and it is for the most part, as firmly believed, as if the event narrated 
had transpired within the limits of our own vision. No man doubts that 
there were such persons as Alexander, Hanibal, or Julius Ceesar, and that 
they performed the deeds ascribed to them by the historian. And we call 
upon you to pronounce the same judgment upon the history of Jesus Christ, 
thit you would upon any other hisiovy. “ihe persons who wrote this history, 
do not make use of hearsay evidence: they were ear and eye witnesses of 
the facts which they relate; they were the companions of the persons of 
whom they speak, and therefore were not liable to have been deceived. If 
If their history had been a fabrication’ how comes it to pass, thet they betray- 
ed no symptom of that insecurity which would have been so naturl in their 
circumstances? How happens it to be believed and followed by these nu- 
merous agents in the mork of deception? Whas burning alive in the Jew- 
ish hell, near Jerusalem, so desirabie, that they would still persever in pro- 
pagating a falsehood?) Was crucifixion, stoning, beheading—was this so 
littie dreaded. or so much desire, that the early Christians went about to es- 
tablish what they knew at the time to be a delusion ? 

We do know enough of human nature, to be certain that a step which in- 
volved such awful sacrifices, would not be taken upon a slight occasion, or 
for the privilege of lying a few davs. How comes it, that if it was all a 
fabrication, it was never opposed? We know that some of the disciples 
were driven by persecuiton and violence, to recant and go back. Now why 
did they never excuse themselves for taking this course, by exposing the 
fraud and artifice, the insincerity and delusion, of their Christian teachers ? 
We know that such testimouy would bave been a sweet morsel to the Jewish 
authority ; they would lave inade the most of it, and would by no means 
have failed to tern it to their account. ‘The mystery would have been expo- 
sed to the word, and the filsehood Jaid open to public view. But we bear 
of n> -uch vindication of opost.tizing frou Ciiristianity ; no such testimony 
is oife ed by the apostates of thet pe:iod; but many returned to their first 
profession, and ex>iated their dereiction from the trute by their own blood, 
Abindon the writers of the New ‘festament to the most foul imputations 
which mice, envy, or even bigotry can invent, and how — you explain 
their conduct, if they were imposters and wrote a falsehood? What! would 
a man resign friends, fortune, character. country, and even ae in asserting 
what he knew was untrue? Show me the human being, who in the solemni- 
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ty of a dying hour, with all ihe gloomy apparatus of death lying before him, 
who, amid the crackling flame, or boiling oil would persevere in maintaining 
what he knew was a deception! A voluntary martyrdom is the highest pos- 
sible evidence which is in the power of man to give of his sincerity. 

Who doubts the sincerity of Socrates. of Archbishop Cranwer, of Serve- 
tus? Whodisputes the eviieace of their devotion? ‘the martyrdom cf the 


first Christi.ns, not merely proves {he sincerity of their belief, but it also 
proves that what they beheved wassurue! When they lid down their lives, 
they gave the hivhest :estimony this side of Leo yen, to the truth of certain 


facts, of which they atlirmed they were the eye-witnesses—facts which came 
under the evidence of their senses, which are infallible. it is always consi- 
dered a favourid'e circumstance, when a story is told circumstantially. The 
art of ©.0:y i a .oster consists in generalizing; and he is very careiui not to 
be minute in specifying the time and place, the manners and customs 01 the 
day. ‘The evangelists, in their historical account of the diferent governors, 
manners and customs: the political institutions, and form of government, 
perfectly agree ith the »rofane histories of that period. ‘They abound in 
minute, harmonic: , snd circumstantial details, in which, withall our experi- 
ence in ancient .>.. ve can detect nothing misplaced, inconsistent, or un- 
probable. There is -pother mark of truth which thev bear: ‘There is no 
idle parade about tie \..ives of Jesiis Christ, or their own integrity. No 0s- 
tentatious display of their wonderful powers ; no boasting ; but on the con- 
trary, the, are the cu. vpiciers of their own frailties. We see no anxiety to 
amend or coniirm the history which they were writing, with any extraneous 
ornament. Through the whole of their episties, we see nothing like the em- 
barassed 2, and ewkword m:mnner of impostors ; but on the contrary, we 
hear sharp -ebukes and’Ye:monstrances against error of doctrine or conduct. 

Now | would ask candidiy, and | wish you to ponder well upon the ques- 
tion—what was there in the situation of the apostles which would lead us to 
suppose that they had the iesst possible inducement for publishing a false- 
hood?) ‘There is nv half way supposition, no medium ; they either told the 
truth, or they did not; their tesi:s:sony was sincere, or it was a fouland wick- 
ed itvention. if there had been ome temptation, such as riches, honours: 
the thanks and srattinde of thei country; if their reward for suffering had 
been the car of vlory, aud the shouts and aeclamations of joyous thousands : 
it might have sustitued tiem. ut look at the reverse. ‘The very name of 
Jesus was the Wal La-W rd of danger; the very name of Chnistianity was a 
signal for burning, hanging or beheadimg; the name of Jesus of Nazareth 
was a taunt, a reproac.i, 2 by-word io ail around. These are facts too well 
attested to be disputed. ‘Tacitus, the Roman historian, and his cotenpora- 
ries, test the truth of the as-ertion. Now we again ask, what earthly prin- 
ciple can aecourt for these poor fishermen, consigning themselves to a vol- 
untary and most crue! martyrduin, in the cause of their religion? Does it 
seem like human nature, fora man hke Paul, tu give up every thing that man 
holds near aii deur, for that which he kuew was mere mist and moon shine ? 

We have dwe!! much longer on this part of our subject than we at first 
intended; and shall only beseech you to consider the circumstances under 
which this testimony was writen ; the otter impossibility of imposing a false 
testimony upon the world, even if they had been so disposed ; to look at the 
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tone of sincerity, which pervades their communications from bs e to 
end; the concurrent testimony of heathen writers: ‘heir «roe! persecutions, 
and bitter sufferings, which they sustained in» ; their vew relicion, 
which can be accounted for on no other priv) te «aen Cat of sincerity and 
devotion; and then ask yourselves if it is (ood logic, if it is send piulose- 


phy, to say they were propagating a falsehood ! 

We now pass on to notice the first, great© t, 21 mos! iniportant ebjection 
to the religion of Jesus, which always meets us «t the © set, at the very 
threshold. We could not if we would, and we wevid nut, if we could, pass 
it by on the other side. ‘The cijection is in subst.nce this—That the Al- 
mighty governs the world by fixed and invariab!» = s, which it is impossible 
for him to deviate from; therefore miracles are incredible and impossible.— 
This objection is not to be evaded- | am inciived to beheve there may be 
some sincere and devout Christians, who have « disposition to doubt the 
truth of miracles, and prefer to rest their belief upou tic internal evidences 
of the Scriptures; but the difficulty cannot in this way be -ot over. Chris- 
tianity was not only confirmed by miracles, but is in itself, is 1s very essence, a 
miraculous religion! It is not a system forged by a few illiterate Israelites 
on board their fishing smacks, by the ordinary powers of buman neture; but 
it professes to be a revelation from God. “The objection to miracies, by 
which it was proved to be from above, if maintained, destroys Christianity at 
once, for this is the basis on which the whole superstruct re rests. 

This scepticism or disbelief in ror :cics, is comparatively a new idea. To 
be sure, there were formerly, as at the present day, some few pretenders to 
Atheism, who doubted every thing exce;t their own existeace ; and there 
were some indeed who had so far advanced in wisdom and philosophy, that 
they doubted even that! But, says the objector, human credulity is ever 
ready to swallow the report of prodigic s and supernatural occurrences 
mankind delight in the marvellous, and this accounts for their believing the 
foolish stories about the Christ of whom you talk somuch I grant that 
men are credulous; that they are apt to believe without stc.ct examination. 
I grant the fact, that our good nurses and grandmothers have told us ghost 
and goblin stories without number, all equal!y unprobsble. But what does 
this prove? What evidence is this against Christianity? I grant that per- 
sons may believe they saw spectres. But wlien, where, under what circum- 
stances, in what state of mind?) Was a glist ever seen in broad day light, 
amidst much cheerfulaess and joy; or ever known to walk amidst cheerful 
and animated society? Ordo we not think and expec! to see such like ap- 
pearances, in darkness and solitude, in the misty twili “a when the imagina- 
tion is brooding some nursery tale of darkness and biood ? it is only under 
such like circumstances, that the credulity of man can be deceived. ‘This 
credulity never jnade blind eyes,see, or the deaf, to iear, the dumb to speak, or 
the lame to walk ; nor is it liable to err, or to deceive the understanding in 
broad day light, among our friends and companions! The signs and won- 
ders which God wrought by Jesus Christ, were not done ina covier, in mid- 
night darkness, or the gloom of solitude, when the unagination was liable to 
be deceived ; but under very different circumstances—under circumstances 
the most unfavourable to the operation of credulity or deception. 

Nature, says the objector. is an endless chain of causes and effects ; it is 
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ermed according to the fixed rules of established order, and any deviation 


fr . the comaion course of events, is therefore an impossibility.* 

‘Plus idea is, to ali ins onts and purposes, itheistical, What! have wea 
God—have » 2 God wc mede the world. but is incapable of gorerning it 
as he pieases /, the whee s of his agency clogged, and has he found im- 
pedimerits tn his way, Pobstructious in his peth? is fas arm shortened ? 
Limit his power and aver. i presc.ibed orbit, aud what is your God? A 
God dome Oth, OF SOMEFTA: t mors Joing f 


if this nature God, or God uwiture, of whoin we hear so much, compre- 
hended all existences, ailintellizence. and ul! power, we should readily admit 
the improbability of a miracle. But i: their is a bein, of Supreme ‘ntaihi- 
vence, bigher Uiiu this nature God, the origin of al: power and motion, who 
works every thing afier the counsel of his own willi—we shal! thea be obliged 
to ad:ait the possibility, and probability, of a miraculous mterposition of di- 
vine Providence. ‘Toa person who is not an atheist—who believes in an in- 
tellivent being, all wise, and powerful, a wiracle will eppear equally proba- 
ble as the nicst common event—equally possibie as any effect of the great 
First Cause. Now we affirm and maintain, that every act of divine provi- 
dence, isan mtelligent and voluntary perforniaice; that the great Divinity, 
who “kaown and unknown worlds ebey,” has never been bound in fetters ; 
that he never has been obliged to observe a course marked out fcr him by the 
would-be pliiosopher, to whom he hus diven existence. A: d while we cheer- 
fully admit his regard to order, and that the presumption hes against the vicla- 
tion of these rules oa slight occasions, or for the common purposes of nature ; 
yet we do aWri, that if the vood of his creatures should at any time require 
any different means to be used, he is bourd by his laws of his own benevo- 
lence, to use those means! Wesheu+i think the person very foolish and un- 
wise, Who should cling to old estebhsheft ierms. when at ihe same time they 
clogged, instead of advancing the business i: which he wes engaged? if 
the desien of God were voor, and nut ev.l, in giving us an existence—if the 
sreat end of the creation of man be aappimess—and if this end were to be 
accompyished by means of a supernatural mterpositionof divine providimce ; 
then, as our interest would be advanced by «isaculous agency, God in his 








* But do we remember, when we say miracles are incredible, absurd and impossi- 
ble—do we remember, that it is the administration ef the all-powerful, that we sit in 
judgment upon; the councils of him whose wicaom and power is past finding out ?— 
whom no magnitude can overwheim or overpower; whom no littleness can escape ; 
whom nothing can bewilder; whose omnipotent arm is abroad upon the universe ; and 
who. presides over the destinies of all worlds! Jn this littie corner of the works of 
God, do we know enough of omnipotence to assume © hat is right, proper, and natural 
forhim todo? Isoy, until we can comprehend how the weeds and grass can grow, 
we are not competent to judge of the power and conduct of the Almighty : and to say 
this, or that great work, is not 1a accordance with his providence. Shall we, the crea- 
tures of a day, oppose onr paltry experience to the wisdom ef the Alnighty? I speak 
not of the impiety of this course; but I speak of it as unphilosophical. We oppose 
this presumption, not merely because it is impious; but because it is neither good logic 
or sound philosophy ; because it is closely allied to that theorizing e priori spirit, which, 
God be thanked, the wisdom of Bacon has banished from the schools of philosophy. 
We say to would-be philosophers, who would dictate what is a proper course for Om- 
nipotence to pursue— 





“ Go, teach Eternal Wisdom how to rule ; 
Then—drop into thyself, and be a fool.” 


pen = 


~— 


— 


Rae ee te 


ee 


= 








AND UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 39 


oe ne eee 





—_—- 


goodness would be bound to alter, or deviate from the laws uniformly observ- 
ed. The laws of nature, operating with a fixed and invariable steadiness, 
never varying to meet the wants of individuals, and inflecting much private 
suffering in the administration of the general good, would only give us an 
idea of a stern, reserved, unpitying sovereign, but never of a kind and tender 
parent ; and when men lose this last named idea of God, thy must inevita- 
bly fall into idolatry. I need not here stop to iufurm you, ..t his was te 
case with mankind when the Saviour appeared. I need not inform you that 
they worshipped the creature more than the crestor: that -lthouvh they had 
a form of godliness, yet jhey denied the power thereof. With these tacts 
you are well acquanited. 





SERMON VIt. 


UPON GOATS. 


And thou shalt have Goat’s Milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy household, and for 
the maintenance of thy maidens.—PRov. xxvii. 27. 


From the days of Origen (in the second century,) io the preser’, it has 


been fashionable to spiritualize the se intures, and to ‘each men th v 
have a meaning besides what is expresscd. Mary to this day | e 
Scriptures have a double sense, what is said. an! what s meaui. 2. map 
who could find a spirt‘url meraing to Sampso:'s » e hive, jaw bone, ar“ 
tails of his three hundred foxes, connect:< ire brands, ¢ 
doubtless, a spiritual meaning to our texi.  \viiai could * |. vill 
suppose it to be this :— 
“ 7 120i 

1. The person addressed must inean a ministe> . Lines, fo Whom 
it is said, “And thou shalt hive goat's milk « woe 

2. His household and maidens must -’ « spiritual sense, his fami- 
ly and domestics. 

3. The goats must mean ‘hs on. «1, who are in the end to be eternally 


miserable, after feeding tue munister and his fiimily for life, according to 
Matt. xxv. &c. 

4. The goat’s milk, in the spiritual sense of the text. which is represent- 
ed as abundant, must mean the generons and cou- +! support which these 
ministers, their children and servants have :¢:eivc . «om the non-cleet, or 
such as are declared to be of that number, whe o so well for their owners 
here, and who are to be treeted so cruelly here» ver. 

We will allow that the three first propo-uio.us are so plain, they need no 
illustration, and proceed to prove the truth of ‘he fourth particular ; ** Thou 
shalt have goat’s milk enough.” 

It is a fact beyond all dispute, that those who are considered the unconver- 
ted, or non-elect, are generally depended on for the support of such as have 
for years been cgnsidered ministers of the Gospel. ‘The meeting houses are 
chiefly built with the money which belonged to such is are denominated goats ; 
and were it not for this part of the people, what a poor condition the sheep 
would be in! 

It is a curiosity, the manner in which the goat’s milk is obtained. Money 
is wanted to make the Parson life-member of the Bible Society; the goate 
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musi be milked ; and soon the ladies produce the money. <A pious young 
man presents himself, as one called into the ministry, but is not able to obtain 
an honourable education at \\aterville, Providence, or Cambridge. Milk 
the gouts is the next step ; men, women, and children are called, and the 
help is stripped trom them, unl the pious young men have goats’ mik 
enough. Missionaries are needed among the heathen, nm Vermont. Maine, 
aud Rhode-tslaud. ‘The goats are miked again, and the missionaries spread 
their fame in ail directions. <A brother clergynian is dismissed, * because 
no man has hired bim ;” the goats are milked, and he is on a missicn at 
iwenty, or fifty dollars per moth. 

A mission is avreed on in Asia, and the goats are resorted to, who support 
the friends for tweaty-four years ; at last all this fails, and whatnext? Mr. 
Ward appears, and tells the owners of the goats, nothing can be done unless a 
college is builtin Asia, and some of the natives made ministers. ‘The goats 
are called um, and ten thousand doilars are coliested; the goats are left to 
feed ou the me vh hills until another miiking time returns, when their empty 
pails will be again presented, to be rep/euished from the same source. 

These nitking vessels are pi iced wherever the goats are likely to resort, 
on the bureau, on the merchant's counter, in the museum ; for this purpose, 
io milk out the abundance of these milchkine. ‘They have drawn from the 
goats, money, hats, shoes, stockings, shirts and gowns, sweet-meats, and oth- 
er luxuries, with missionary fields, corn, potatoes, cabbages, pumpkins. &c. 

\ll these things have been done, in addition to stripping for watch seals, 
and the estates of old batchelors and maids, when death shall put an end to 
their wants. 

According to modern pulpit doctrine, these poor goats are to be rewarded 
for all their milk, (so good for the elect,) with a portion with the devils and 
damned sou's, in eternal misery, when they shall see the ‘very elect’ in heaven, 
who were fed upon their milk, and by it nourished, and prepared for everlas- 
ting clory. 

it is a matter of consolation to the friends of numanity, that such goats’ 
imilk is becoming scarce ; and this rage for missionaries, which is a-kin to the 
old crusades, is ‘subsiding, while the glorious gospel, which includes all as 
sheep, to be returned to the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, is spreading 
in all directions, to the joy of men, and the glory of God! AMEN. 


i 
REASONS FOR LOVING GOD. 


tie is our Creatorand Preserver; He isthe author of every blessing which 
we enjoy, and he renders all our afflictions and disappointments the means of 
pro-neting our best interests. Our Creator knows all our infirmities, our 
proneness to err, and our appetites for injurious indulgences, and ts merciful 
to a}! our faults. He punishes our sins in mercy, ever from a disposition of 
revenge, but that we may be made partakers of His holiness. Through the 
mediation of the Redeemer, He has given us the knowledge and the hope of 
a glorious and immortal life, and the imterminable continuance of his fatherly 
kindness. 
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THE CRISIS, 


Liberais of America, will you | 





Is at hand. 
tamely give up your dearest rights without | 
asingle struggle! What means this apathy 
—this inattention to the schemes of the un- 
godly, who are compassing sea and land io 
gain proselytes to their creed? Why do we 
sit still while the emissaries of a crafty and 
designing priesthood accomplish their great 
end and aim —viz: the stoppage of the mail 
on Sunday? Why is not the voice of the 
friends of religious freedom also heard at 
the Capitol? 
lectual emancipation have a name to live | 


Shall the friends of intellec- 
while they are dead? No. Letevery ind'- 
vidual who values religious liberty, rise in 
the majesty of truth, and do his duty to his 
God, and his native land. 


HELL—WHERE IS IT? 

David says, “Great is thy mercy towards 
me, for thou hast delivered my soul from 
the LOWEST hell. ’ 

Jonah says “ Out of the belly of hell cried 
1, and thou heardst my voice.” From this 





it appears evident, that in the days of Jonah 
and David, the hell into which the wicked | 
were cast, was in this world—and we have | 
no account in the Scriptures, of its being 
transplanted or translated to any other. 
Solomon says, Prov. 9: 13—18, “a fool- | 
ish woman is clamorous ; she is simple, and 
knoweth nothing. For she sitteth at the 


door of her house, on a seat in the high pla- 





ces of the city, to call passengers who go 
right on their ways: Whoso is simple, let 
him turn in hither; and as for him that 
wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 
stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in 
secret is pleasant. But he knoweth not the 


dead are there; and that her guests are in 





the depths of hell” !! Here we have an an- 
swer to the question at the head of this ar- 
ticle. Not only are we told where hell is— 
the way that leads to it—but we have a de- 
scription of those who are already in its 


very depths. 


WE DISLIKE UNIVERSALISM—WHY 1? 
Because, says an orthodox brother in this 
city, some twenty thousand priests would 
become paupers, if this doctrine should be 
generally believed in this country. 


What must we think of those who un- 
blushingly own, nay even adduce as an ar- 
gument, that they are Christians—that if 
the fear of future punishment were taken 
away, they would become abandoned and 
systematic profligates. And yet these per- 
sons pretend to have boen born again, and 
to have “got religion.” 


God has engraved Universalism in living 
characters on the broad book of nature.— 
Its glowing pages, tell of nought but power, 
The host of 


heaven shine alike on all, and earth sends 


wisdom, and loving kindness. 


forth her fruits and flowers for all, equally 
and alike. And shall man—vain, weak, pre- 
sumptuous man, dare to question these im- 
mutable arguments in favor of the urlim- 
‘ted, impartial goodness of the Almighty ? 


Cogent Reason for refusing a Church to a 
Universalist Preacher. 


Some months since, the editor of this pa- 
per visited the city of Baltimore. Applica- 


}tion was made for an orthodox church, 


which was,a matter of course, refused.— 
The reason assigned therefor, was, that the 
Universalists had so much more Scripture 
in favor of iheir doctrine, than any other de- 
nomination, that it would be dangerous te 
allow it to be preached in, thaé city!!! 
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INCREASE OF LIGHT. 

Some weeks ago, a pious lady of Phila- 
delphia, ventured for once in the way, to 
attend meeting at the Lombard-st church. 
After service she expressed her wonder and 
delight, to think that the minister selected | 
his text from the Bible—for, said she, | 
have always understood thai they manu- 
factured their texts to suit themselves! 








Did not the Creator know, before man 
existed, who would be happy, and who 
would be miserable in the world to come? 
And could he not have withheld existence 
from those whom he foresaw would damn 
themselves? If the Auinian Deity has 
voluntarily brought sentient beings into ex- 
istence, under such untoward circumstan- 
ces, how much better is he than the Deity 


of John Calvin? 


* Render therefore unto Cewsar, the things 
that are Cesar’s; and unto God, the things 
that are God's.” “All souls are mine,” says 
Jehovah—What right then, has the devil to 
meddle with property that does not belong 
to him? 


When our orthodox brethren are angry, 
they act like their God --curse and damn 
others to hell! Is such conduct worthy of 
imitation—Ii not, why do they ascribe it 
to their Deity? 

How often do we hear those who have 
*got religion” affirm that they are the 


t 


greatest sinners in the universe—now thicy 
do not believe this—they would be angry 
if they were told that what they said was 


true. 


Endless death for the glory of God— 
Does not the Almighty say that he has 
“ no pleasure in the death of the wicked”? 


and does not every person know, that it is 
absurd to say that God is glorified, in that 





which gives him no pleasure.’ 


By letters lately received in this city from 
Washington, it would seem, that unless 
speedy measures are taken to counteract it, 
the orthodox priesthocd will, after all, gain 
the victory. And yet we say, “a little 
more sleep, a little more slumber.” We 
say, slumber not lest ye perisli—Freemen ! 


“what thou doest, do quickly.” 


Remember, brethren, that Hercules is 
much easier strangled in the cradle, than 
when he has gained sufficient strength to 
wield his club. 


Will each of our subscribers obtain two: 


* Religion seems as necessary to mankind 
as water; the purest or both is most salu- 
lary; yet. in that state, neither please the 
paiate. In a!! ages, mankind have been 
‘ond of adultcrating both with foreign in- 
gredients: these ingredients are often of an 
intoxicating quality, which pervert their 
beneficial nature, heat the brain, reader 
men quarrelsome, sometimes furious, and 
make what was intended as a blessing, op- 
erate as a curse.” 


“ Unless men bring forth the fruits of re- 
ligion, which are peace, joy, long suffering, 
and charity, it is certain they do not pos- 
sess it; for the state of the heart is asx rea- 
dily determined by the life, as the character 
of the tree by its fruits. Not every one \ ho 
says Lord, Lord, recognizes Christ for his 
Master, for if he loved his Teacher, he 
would keep his commandments.” 


“ We believe that God is infinitely good, 
kind and Lenevolent, in the proper sense of 
the word; good in disposition as well as in 
act; geod not to a few, but to all; good to 
every individuci, as weil as to the genera! 
system.” 


ANECDOTE. 


An old an intelligent theologist, hearing 
a pious woman say, “If Jesus Christ be not 
God, | cannot be happy,” made the follow- 
ing reply: “O yes, you may, madam, you 
have only to learn to think as well of the 


Father, as you do of his Son!” 
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COMMUNIC ATIONS. 
BRIEF DIALOGU ES. No. 3. 





L. He that believeth and is bapti- 
zed shall be saved; but he that be. 
lieveth not shall be t:amnen. 

Have you been baptized ? 

L. Yes. 

U. Are you a believer ? 

L. lam. 

U. Then I presume you can per- 
form those signs which “ shall follow 
them that believe ;”’? cast out devils, 
speak with new tongues, take up ser- 
pents, drink any deadly thing without 


being hurt, and heal the sick by Ivy- 
ing your hands on them. Mark Ic: 
17, 18. 

L. Ah! that is to say, in a figurative 
manner. 

U. Perhaps, then, the “damnation” 


threatened, is figurative also. 

L. Wellthen ; these signs are con- 
fined to the aposto.is age. 

U. Why not, in that case, confine 
the damnation to the apostolic age 
also? thev are so intimately connected 
with each other. 


By this time the Limitarian was 


very glad to change the subject, rath- | 


er distrusting the meaning he had at- 
tached to his favorite text. 
A. 
Marieita, Pa. Dec. 25. 


ane @ PO a<- 
A NEW DOU'TRINE. 


John Herr, the present patriarch, 
or head of ihe ‘ienonite-, (* new sect 
lately sprung up in Lancaste: co. Pa. 
has, we understand, lately dec: «red as 
his belief, that at present, there doe- 


B. G, 


not exist a place of punishment in th - 


invisible worla : but at the end of time, 


such a place will be prepared for the | 


wicked, in which they will be punished 
throughout eternity. We rotice this 
singular belief, for the benelit of ow: 
orthodox brethren who have already 


been put to so many shifts, and have 


| 








| with: 


found so many changes in their doc- 
trines necessary, to avoid the closely 
pressing arguments of the infidel Uni- 
salists. When they have tried all oth- 
er resources, perhaps this new disco- 
very of Mr. tierr’s, may, for a short 
tine longer, prevent the fail of the 
totiering. ruimed ediiice of self-styled 
‘rthodoxy. A, b. U. 


—‘Sin is the trans- 
eression of the luw.’’ Where there is 
no law there can be no transeression. 
The poor unregenerate heathen have 
sot the law—eeonsequently ca:not 
tunsgress it—uand if they do not 
irang.ess it, it would be a violation 
of justice to pu: ish them therefor.— 
And yet we are gravely told that num- 
bers of their pour immortal souls” 
are hourly dr pping inte a very disa- 
sreeable place for want of the law! ! 
If the transvres-ion of the law sub- 
ects those who are acquainted there- 
to more misery than they would 


Consistency. 


'endure without the knowledge there- 











of, are not those who transmit it to 
their fellow creatures guilty of viola- 
ting the commandment which saith, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self” ? FOX. 


————_ 
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LETTERS TO LIBERAL CHRISTIANS. 
Letrer Il. 


* Hang your banner on the outer wall.” 


Brethren—The necessity of waking 
up, of uniting for the purpose of en- 
joying and extending » knowledge of 
the truth as it is in one of going 

houlder to shoulder,” in the holy 

test for “the faith once delivered 
to the saints.” of throwing off the 
shackles by which the artful enemy 
has succeeded, in some degree. in 
binding the consciences of v a -y libe- 
ral christians, and of asserting manful- 
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ly our rights as free citizens of a free 
country, was urged in our last, in great 
plainness of speech. We then promi- 
sed to renew the subject on a future 
occasion. We shail continne our ex- 
hort» tions at the present tine, employ 
ing the language of frankness and ear 
nestness, hoping and believing, that 
wat we may say, so far as it may re- 
pa the sanction of the resder, wilt 
have, as we sincerely design if should 
have, an effect to produce greater con- 
cert and a new energy among our 
friends. If you do not believe that 
the great lather of the universe has 
made any of his creatures for unutte- 
rable anguish, for ceaseless torments, 
for the sporiive cruelties of demons 
all eternity, (aud what rational, what 
benevolent heart can subscribe to such 
a barbarous netion?) if vou believe 
that He who rules the wiiverse in love, 
will finally, th:o° the intstrurentality 
of ilis Son, our blessed “syiou . © re- 
concile all things u.to himse!f,” and | 


a wipe away the tears from off all fa- | 


ces.”’—!f, we say, you do not believe 
the former. and if you do believe the 
latter, why not say so, oper ly. 
the world, with that fo iriessness and 
independence which b. th the Gospel 
of our salvation and the cenius of our 
free institutions authorize us to em. 
ply? Why this fear of incurring the 
haughty displeasure of a few enemies 
ofthe truth? Did ever a man, in the 
long run--especially in this country, 
lose any thing by being an independent 
man? by a trank avowal and an lio- 
nest and manful support of his rea! 
sentiments? “ Hang’ then * your ban- 
ner on the outer wall!” Let the world 
know that you are * in nothing terri- 
fied by your adversaries,” * nor asha- 
med of the © ospel of Christ,”’ as vou 
understand its de ctrines—** Stand fast 
in the hberty wherewith Christ has 
made you free”’ and be not again ‘ ‘en- 
tangled with the yoke of bondage ’ 
The Limiterians, in one respect, 
are deserving your imitation—no? in- 


before | 


/] 
j 

















| to be the doctrines of Christ. 


ig 


deed, in all the censurable and mean 
methods they take to advance the m- 
terest of their tottering cause !—but, 
in their zeal and engagedess in what 
‘nev understand to be truth. They 
ve celther “ sleep to their eves, por 
siumber to their eyelids’ —ihkey are 
coustantly awake, vigilant and active 
-—inety eve is upon you, and they are 
determined on thei prey. Whoblames 
them for being active? None! Nor 
cought they to be blained for dome all 
they can, to support what they believe 
On the 
contrary. they are respected in propor- 
fon as they respect their own rights ; 
ind false as we believe their doctrines 
, they will prevail if the friends of 
ruth do net, on their part, make the 
necessary effort to undeceive the pub- 
lic mind. Let us be as active us they 
are: ‘et us be as united as tiiey are. 
But do net coitent yourselves, as too 
inuny we fear do, by flattering them- 
seves that “the truth is great and will 
prevail!’ The truth will indeed pre- 
vail: is it to be done by a miraele 7— 
Is it to prevail by the indifference of 
its friends—if the indifferent can be 
called its friends? No! It must pre- 
vail by the use of means; it must pre- 
vail through the instrumentality of its 
friends devoted to its cause aid deter- 
mined to defend it against the attacks 
of its enemies. With the same exer- 
tious in behaif of our cause, which the 
evemy mnekes to sustain his own, we 
we shall undoubtedly prevail; for the 
reat weight of truth is with us; but 
we Cannot promise ourselves success. 
irom less exertions. Look into his- 
ory. it was always true that * the 
truth is great and will prevail,” this 
was said as long as Jong ago as when 
the Latin authors wrote— 
“magna est veritas et prevalebit ;” 
"ut centuries have passed away, and 
has it yet prevailed? No! Why? Be- 
cause of the inactivity, the indifference 
of its friends. And generations after 
generations, in long succession may 
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arise after ws, and still the world will| are the natural effects of tock a pro- 
be in the dark, unless those exertions | pensity, in order that we might taste a 
to which the truth is entitled, are sea-| purer happiness in those sensations of 
sonably made. | jov and gratitude which are excited by 
Do you ask then whet shall be done 4 del. verance and mercy, than can ever 
—Whot course shall be taken to ex-. be the lot of that hopeiess and fearless 
tend and to coufiem that truth as tis; content which belongs to those who 
ii Jesus? We will endeavor ‘o advise | have never felt the want of happiness 
von on these things hereafter. Ai} orvirtue?) What if the universal good 
present we will only say—when mer} be mere cfieetually consulted by the 
are dé termined to do sorue bins ry the Vi pern Is ion of * partis) evil! And may 
san themselves. genersl'y devise the} not the sin and wretchedness of the 
means of accomplishing it. present world be a necessary feature 
|. the vast scheme of that providence, 
—-- | , iese paternal care extends through 

niimite space and time ?”’ 





Our Saviour exhorts us to be per- 
feet, even as our Father in Heaven 1 — 
perfect. Now, if the Perty intends 
to doom a poition of his cre tures to 


endless misery, and if we are cornman 
ded to imitate Him. woud it not be} smte! aiversalism---and is at present en- 


‘Ve learn that the celebrated Poet, Tho- 
mas Moore, has become converted from De- 





consistent for us to torture them wine | gaged in wriing upon theological tubjects. 

clothed with mort: lity ? ‘Ve make the following elegant extract 

And was not John Calvin inf luen-| from one of his late productions.---Ep. 

ced by such views, to exterminate | 
Michael Servetus? Was he not ofthe}. “Such was the mediator, promised 
Rig BPE eg Ne 6° through all time, to * make reconciliation 
Ser wae ee Tee ae 2 ee ys to change death into life, and 
irom the erreen woou hire, in which ! 1¢e bring * he ral ing on his wings, > to a darkened 
was roasted, into a more vehement | world. Such was the last crowning dispen- 
flame’? And did he nut ple: id in ex- sation of that God of benevolence, in 
| whose hands sin and death are but the in- 
| struments of eve rlasting good. and who 
| through apparent evil, and temporary retri- 





cuse a zeal for Giod? 
We savy fearlessly that Calvin’s eon- | 


duct was consistent with his beliefi—_ pation. bringing all things *‘ out of dark- 
He acted up to the letter of Ins creed.| ness into his marvellous light,’ proceeds 
And they, too, af ihe present das ‘y| weptchfully and unchangingly to the great, 


who persecute those who differ froin | inal object of his provid rce---the resto- 
: , hone ca.) ration of the whole human race to purity 
them in — ere ire PC=SE3-| and happiness ! 
sed of the Iko spirit, ani act perf ect-| This benevolent doctrine, which not on- 
ly consistent in hating and doing evil! ly goes far to solve the great problem of 
unto those whom they believe e are ha- | moral and physical evil, but which would, if 
tel of God. “&> Bv their fruits ve received more generally, tend to soften the 
shall know them. _ "| spirit ef uncharitableness, so fatally preva- 
jlent among Christian sects. was maintain- 
, ed by that great light of the early church, 
| Origen, and has not wanted supporters a- 
- ; ’ | mone more modern theologians. That 
“ts it not,” says Bishop Middleton, | rizlotson was inelined to this opinion, ap- 
“possible, at least. that the All-wi. | pears from his sermon preached before the 
may have made us weak. in order thai;queen, Paley is supposed to hold the same 
we micht learn humility? ‘that he | jamiable doctrine; and Newton (the au- 
f ‘thor of the work on the Prophecies) i is al- 

may have created us prone to sin, and | |so among the supporters of it. For a full 
to all the wretched consequences that | account of the ar; guments in favour of thic 
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opinion, derived both from from reason 
and the express language of Scripture, see 
Dr. Southwood Smuth’s very interesting 
work on the * Divine Government.’ See 
also Macee on the \tonement, where the 
doctrine of the advocates of universal res- 
toratioa is thus» .aiefy explained: “ Begin- 
ning with the existence of an infinitely 
po veriul, wise and good being, as the first 
and fundamental principie of a rational re- 
ligion, they pronounce the es<ence oi this 
being to be love, and fro this infer, as 
demonstrable consequence, that none oi 
the creatures formed by such a being will 
ever be made eternally miserable. Since 
God (they say) would act unjustly in in- 
flicting eternal misery for temporary crimes, 
the sufferings of the wicked can be but re- 
medial, and will terminate in a complete 
purification from moral disorder, and their 
ultimate restoration to virtue and happi- 
ness,” 
an 6 OO a 


YO"l MUST REEVE. 
This is the requirement enjoined by our 
orthodox brethren, in order tor us to be sa- 


ved. Well, what must we believe? Why, 





| Acts xill. 


men sometimes with punishment, but nev- 
er with clernal punishment in hell, Paul 
said to wiymas, the sorcerer—* O! full of 
o: all subtlety and mischief, thou child of 
of the devil, thou enemy of ail righteous- 
ness, wil thou not cease to pervert the 
right ways ofthe Lord:”’ But does he threa- 
ten this man with the damnation of >ell? 


|INo; he says, “and now vehold, thei nd 


of the Lord is upon thee, and thou : alt 
be blind, not seeing the sun tor a seas. a.” 
10, 1i. In the same chapter, 


| vers s 40, 41, he say, “ beware, therefore, 


say they. you must believe in God.---We | 


do.---You must believe that Christ is the 
Wedo. You 
the Scriptures, regeneration, and conver- 
sion. Wedo. In what, then, do we dif- 
fer from our orthodox brethren? We d» 
not, neither can we, believe in an angry 
God, an infinite Devil, and an endless 
Hell! 


Saviour. must believe in 


-e ODOs--- 
EXTRACT 
FROM BALFOUR'S FIRST INQUIRY. 





ithe subject o* he 


If Gehenna means a p! ee of endless mi- | 


ery for the wicked. t's a fact thet the anos- 
tles nev r preached it, eit) er to Tews or Gen- 
tiles. 
tles contains an account of their preaching 
for thirty vears. but not once is the subject 
of hell or Gehenne torments. in mtioned ' 

them. Thev rere command d to preach 
the cospel to every creature, and they 
did so, but to no creature under heaven. 
did they ever preach this doctrine. No 
living being did they ever threaten vith 
such a punishment. They addressed the 
worst of characters, but to none of them 
did they ever sav. “how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” They did threaten 


The history of the Acts of the apos- | 





lest thet come upon you which is spoken 
of in the prophets. Behold ye despisers, 
and wonder and perish.” But did he on 
this, or any other occasion, ever threaten 
them with the punishment of hell’ No; 
nothing like this is to be found. In this 
last text the word perish occurs, and per- 
haps some may think that eternal punish- 
ment is included in it. But it should be 
observed, that Paul was here addressing 
himselfto Jews, and concerning them our 
lord said—* except ye repent, ye shail all 
like. ise perish,” referring to the temporal 
destruction which was coming on the Jew- 
ish nation. “lav then ask, how this fact 
is to be rational'y accounted for, if the 
apostics did indeed beliove hel/ to be a place 
of end oss nusery ? Can any man suppose 
they beiievred this, yet in the course of thir- 
ty years’ preaching, never mentioned it to 
their hearers? What would we say ofa 
man inthese days, who should preach thir- 
ty years, yet never say a word about hell 
to those whom he addressed: Would we 
not say he was a Universalist? Fle world 
be an outlaw from orthodoxy. If my ve- 
racity in this statement is doubted by any 
persons. let them read the book ofthe Acts 
In the who'e of it, wheth- 
er they preached to Jews or Gentiles, you 
will find that they ore all alike silent on 
If they be- 
lieved such a doctrine. let others account 
for it why they preached it. If 
preachers mors took -the apostles as their 
models. we should hear no more about hell 
fromthem. We would then, respectfully 
ask, from what source did preachers learn 
that they should preach Gehenna or hell te 
nus Gentiles, as a place of endless misery ? 
To what chapter or verse, in a book of the 
Nev Testament, can they refer us. where 
an inspired apostle ever did so? Let every 
one who preaches this doctrine, consider, 
if he did not learn this from his catechism, 
when achild: from hooks he has read, and 
‘rom the preaching he has heard since he 
became a man, and not from lis Bible >— 


of the apostles, 


! torments. 


never 


Let him also consider, before he condemns 
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my view, whether he has ever given this 
subject a thorough and impartiai exainina- 
tion. We all too prone to receive thing 
in religion on such kind of authority, and 
too ready to conden opinions contrary 
to our own, before we have considered the 
evidence brought in support o° them. 





DR. ELY avo rae PRESBYTERIANS. 
It ropearrs 
d ut 


were trying to esta»ish Presbyte- 


ve lave been unnocessarily 


alarm 1@ notion that Dr. Ely and his 
friends 
riansubdylaw. The doctor andhis friends 


ve 


ha 
Nay, 


would trke ap his naisket and ficht like a 


such intention. the doctor himself 
hero before haw ald suffer any such thing. 


And he has ‘ourteen handred ciorsymen at 
his comnint, who would take up their 
goose quills and Aight by his side, if neces- 
sary. Al! these 
Christ would wish to do, if they had it in 


their power, would be “to form a Christian 


that innocent lam)s of 


party in nolities—ru’e al elections.and suf- 


fer no one to de eleetad to any o'lice inthe | 


government, but 2 sound Presbyter‘an.”’— 


Nov, dear me, what harn can thit do?— 
Would it not save a great dea! of troud! 

and vexation, in petitioning the govern- 
ment to stop the raai!l vi tha Sabbath, regu- 
lating stages, canal boats, Xe. &e.? This 
you know, would not be uniting church 
and state; it would only be making a Pres- 
byterian Church out of the United States, 
with Dr. Ely at its head, as the Pope is 
head of the church of Rome; for the doc- 
tor tells us he has the Presbyterians at his 
command; and you know the Presbyteri- 
an clergy rule the church; and if all offi- 
cers in the United States were sound Pres- 
byterians, the Presbyterians would rule the 
United States. the clergy would rule the 
Presbyterians. and Dr. Ely has the clergy 
at his comman?!. This puts us in mind of 
the anecdote of the young Italian Prince : 
The king having invited his lords and no- 
bles to partake of a banquet, in the midst 
of his glee, observed to his guests, This boy 
rules all Italy! How so, said one of the 


positively declaredthat they have no} 











(ivy to England. 


as on others. 
| that their habit of reproaching Universalists 





guests; why, said the king, the boy rules 
his mother, and his mother rules me, and I 
rale Italy. 

This stafe of things would please the 
doctor and his friends much better than te 


unte chureh and state. Those of us who 
could not be reconciled to such a church, 


cauld do asthe Ana»aptists in Holland— 


Ne conld only be hung 
aad gibbeted there. We would ask, are not 
our Presbyterians ashamed of their dupli- 
city? we will not say hypocrisy.—Star in 
the West. 


a 


“\ DILEWWA.” 


In the Christian Mirror of last week, we 
notice an article copied from the Christian 
Herald, written by “an elder of the Pres- 
oyterian church,” who is “ respected in his 
oiice.” The elder says he is in a dilemma, 
Within his parish a Temperance Society 
has been forined recently. He cannot join 
it because he is in the habit of drinking ar- 
dent spirits himself, and as he is an old man, 
thinks his “health would suffer shouid he 
abandon the habit.”” In this situation he is 
inadilemma. If he advocates the Socie- 
ty, his people who know he is himself in 

he habit of drinking, will charge him with 
hypocrisy. If he opposes the S$ »ciety, he 
fi put himse!* with drunkards. If he 
stands neutral, the remark will be in every 
hody’s mouth, that non-professors are more 
zea'ous in the caus« ih:n he. In this pre- 
dicament he asks the editor for advice.— 


| We will give the orthodox papers credit for 


boing severe on their own triends as well 
We will only say to them, 


as a set of drunkards, must appear with 
somewhat of an ill grace after such con- 
fessions as we have noticed above. It is 
no subject of gratification to us, to expose 
the faults of others in this respect. To 
charge to the account of a whole order the 
errors or vices of a few individuals is un- 
generous and unjust, But this is often— 
very often done by onr opponents in their 
treatment towards us.—Christ. Intel. 


The Universalists in South Boston are 
fitting up a Hall, as a place for public wor- 
ship, and intend to procure a preacher to 
dispense to them the word of truth, 
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GOD IS GOOD. 


God is good ! each perfumed flower, 

The smiling fields, the dark green wood, 
The insect fluttering for an hour— 

All things proclaim that God is good. 


i hear it in the rushing wind ; 
Hills that have for ages stood, 

And clouds with gold and silver lined, 
Are still repeating, God is good. 


Each little rill, that many a year 

Has the same verdant path pursued, 
And every bird, in accents clear, 
rood, 


Joins in the song, that God is ; 

The restless main, with mighty roar, 
Calms each wild wave, and billow rude, 

Retreats submissive frou: the shore, 


And swelis the chorus, God is good. 


Countless hosts of burning stars, 
Sing his praise with light renewed; 
The rising sun each day declares 
in rays of giory, God is good. 
The moon that walks in brightness, says, 
God is good—and man endued 
With power to speak his maker's praise, 
Shoald still repeat that God is good. 


a ee 


THERE IS A TONGTE IN EVERY LAF. 
There is a tongue in every leaf, 
A voice in every rill; 
A voice that speaketh every where, 
In flood and fire, through earti: aud air, 
A tongue that’s never still. 
Tis the Great Spirit, wide diffused 
Through every thing we see, 
That with our spirits communeth, 
Of things mysterious, Life and death. 


I see him in the blazing sun, 
And in the thunder cloud : : 
I hear Him in the mighty roar 
That rusheth through the forest hoar, 
When winds are piping loud. 
I see Him, hear Him, every where, 
In all things—darkness, light, 
Silence, and sound, but most of all, 
When slumber s dusky curtains fall, 
At the dead hour of night. 
I teel him in the silent dews, 
By grateful earth betrayed ; 
1 feel him in the gentle showers, 
The soft south wind, the breath of flow’rs. 
The sunshine and the shade. 
And yet, (ungrateful that [ am,) 
I’ve turned in sullen mood, 
From all these things, whereof He said, 
When the great whole was linished, 
That they were ‘ very good.’ 
My sadness on the loveliest things 
Fell like unwholesome dew; 
The darkness that encom, assed me. 
The gioom I felt so palpably, 
Mine own dark spirit threw. 
Yut He was patiest---slow to wrath 
Though every day provoked 
By pining, selfish discontent, 


| Acceptance cold or negligent, 


And promises revoked. 

And still the same rich feast was spread 
For my insensate heart--- 

Not always so---I woke again, 

To join creation’s rapturous strain, 
‘QO Lord, how good thou art !’ 


The clouds drew up, the shadows fled, 
The glorious sun broke out, 

\nd love, and hope and gratitude 

Dispelled that miseravle mood 

Of darkness and of douit. 
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